
   
    

     

       
        

     
       

      
        

         
        

        
          

        
         
         

       
       

        
        

        
        

       
    

         
         

           
              

5 Freedom, equality, and brotherhood are a 
combination of three ideas that are not quite 
equivalent. Freedom and brotherhood presuppose 
one another. Without freedom there is no 
brotherhood, and without brotherhood no 
freedom. Equality has but minor points in 
common with these two. By equality was meant 
the right to human dignity, the right to open 
competition, the right to be judged by 
competence alone, equality before the law, and 
the abolition of all privileges – that is, private 
power. Although the demand for equality has not 
yet been fulfilled, yet that demand belongs to a 
lower cultural level than freedom and 
brotherhood. The ambiguity of the word equality 
confused weak minds, who drew the monstrous 
conclusion that all men are equal  – equally 
ingenious and competent in all respects – not 
understanding the fact that two such equals have 
not yet existed. The question is whether the 
modern inferiority complex could not be more 
correctly termed equality complex.
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